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My writing life 
A BIT ABOUT ME 

Welcome to the very first edition of my newsletter. I’m so glad you’re here. 

As a debut author, I’ve made mistakes and (hopefully) learnt from them and I want to 

share my new-found knowledge with you.  

I am also hoping this newsletter will inspire you to pursue your own writing or creative 

life. 

For those who don’t know much about me or my writing story, here’s a little snippet: 

Like most writers, I began writing when I was a child. The world was full of imagination 

and dreams and questions, and writing seemed like a natural way for me to try and cap-

ture the wonders I noticed, and the mysteries I saw and felt and experienced.  

Fast forward to my twenties. I was struggling to know where to put my energies but, to 

my delight, I won a children’s short story competition and this gave me the confidence to 

enrol in a professional writing degree at university. Studying writing professionally was 

daunting to say the least. I’m not sure if it harmed or helped my writing career but I did 

know that I almost gave up writing and I had to re-learn and re-capture, many years later, 

the joy of writing itself. It was this joy I lost in the pressure to publish. 

Thanks to a writing buddy, I re-kindled my love of writing and finally saw my dream 

come true with the publication of ‘The Sentinel’ in October 2020. 

I hope you enjoy this first edition of my newsletter.  

Please email me at: jacquihodder@gmail.com and let me know what you’d like me to 

include.  

I want the newsletter to be as relevant and interesting for you as I can make it.  

Enjoy! 

THE SENTINEL 

Escaping from a failed relationship, Kathleen Devine flees to an isolated lighthouse off 

the Victorian coastline. Taking up the position of Head Teacher to the lighthouse keepers' 

children, she is ensnared in the lives of those marooned on the lonely outpost and soon 

realises no-one can escape their past. When the fearsome Head Lightkeeper, Mr Johanns-

son forms an unlikely friendship with the daughter of one of the keepers, it threatens to 

destroy their fragile peace. Can Kathleen find the strength to survive? 
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“What is it like for anyone to be in the world?”  

 

WRITING INSPIRATION 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

I’ve been building up a writing reference 

library over many years but I’ve added 

quite a few new titles in the past months. 

First there was Stephen King’s ‘On Writ-

ing’ and then ‘Bird by Bird’ by Anne 

Lamott. These follow on from other writ-

ing books I’ve owned for a while such as 

the brilliant, ‘Dear Writer’ by Carmel Bird. 

Each of these books provides incredible 

insights into the writer’s craft with useful 

tips that concentrate on the skills, dedica-

tion and determination that’s necessary to 

write, and continue to write. 

One of my most recent purchases is 

‘Writing True Stories’ by Patti Miller. I’ve 

a penchant to write non-fiction as well as 

fiction and this book was recommended as 

a fantastic resource for learning to write 

memoir and creative non-fiction (I’m still 

not entirely sure what this genre entails!). 

In ‘Writing True Stories’, Patti Miller high-

lights the essential question of “What is it 

like for anyone to be in the world?” In 

answering that question, a writer not only 

allows themselves to explore the nature of 

our own unique stories and what this can 

reveal to us, but it also points to the great-

er human narrative of which we’re all a 

part. 

CALENDAR 

In this calendar I’ve drawn togeth-

er a combination of local, national 

and international writing events 

and opportunities that will hope-

fully appeal to everyone. 

 

If you know of an event I’ve 

missed or want to include one of 

your own, please feel free to email 

me at: jacquihodder@gmail.com 
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March Ada Cambridge Writing Prizes (The Adas) 

www.willylitfest.org.au/home/writing-prizes/ada-

cambridge-writing-prizes/ada-cambridge-submissions/  

April The Furphy Literary Award 

www.furphystory.com.au/furphy-literary-award/open-

short-story-competition/ 

April Grist—2200: Climate Fiction for Future Ancestors 

www.grist.org/fix/climate-fiction-writing-contest-

imagine-2200-prizes/ 

April Newcastle Short Story Award 

www.hunterwriterscentre.org/newcastle-short-story-

award-2021/ 

May Australian Book Review Elizabeth Jolley Short Story 

Prize 

www.australianbookreview.com.au/prizes-programs/

elizabeth-jolley-story-prize/current-jolley 

May The Bath Novel Award 

www.bathnovelaward.co.uk/2020-2/ 



SUBMISSION MISSION 

There’s a great deal of patience involved in writing and publishing a book. 

A writer has to be prepared for A LOT of hard work; the act of writing itself is hard, let alone the 

polishing that’s required to bring a book up to standard—a standard that then means it’s ready for 

submission or indie publishing. 

Many traditional publishing houses require authors to go through agents but finding an agent can 

be just as protracted as going through an open submission  process. There are still some tradition-

al publishing houses that do accept open submissions and in the box on the right I’ve outlined 10 

top tips to make sure you give yourself the best chance possible to nail that submission. 

Some of the information is applicable to competition entries too. 

Good luck with your submission and let me know how you get on! 

10 TOP TIPS 

FOR NAILING THAT 
SUBMISSION! 

1) Polish, polish, polish and if 

in doubt, polish 

2) A manuscript assessment or 

structural edit is a worth-

while investment—it can 

reveal hidden flaws and 

really help bring your MS to 

the NEXT level 

3) Beta readers are key—have 

someone or many someone

[s] read over your MS BE-

FORE submission 

4) Read the MS aloud 

5) Polish, polish, polish 

and...well, you get the mes-

sage! 

6) Proofread. If you can pay for 

someone to do this, it’s 

worth the investment 

7) It sounds obvious, but do 

check the submission guide-

lines carefully—you don’t 

want to miss out on a call for 

a full MS by not changing 

your font to Times New 

Roman 

8) Some publishers don’t mind 

if you send multiple submis-

sions to multiple publishing 

houses, just do them the 

courtesy of letting them 

know you’re doing that (and 

don’t forget to tell them if 

you get an offer somewhere 

else) 

9) Find a support group of 

other writers—they can en-

courage you through rejec-

tions and celebrate with you 

when you hit that publishing 

jackpot! 

10) The most important tip:  

KEEP writing. Never lose the 

love you have to the writing 

itself, whatever happens. 

Nail that submission to give yourself the best chance at publication 
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OTHER BOOKS BY THIS AUTHOR 

 
BOOK REVIEW 

 

Apeirogon -  is a geometric shape with a 

countably infinite number of sides, and 

it’s also the title of this wonderful, experi-

mental novel written by Colum McCann. 

In a series of vignettes, each numbered 

and each distinct from each other but with 

interweaving, interconnected through-

lines, McCann is able to go to the heart of 

a terrible true story. 

Each vignette adds to our understanding 

of how and why Bassam and Rami's 

daughters were killed and how these two 

fathers, from opposing sides of the Is-

raeli/Palestinian conflict became friends. 

 

 

This book is heartbreaking and tender and 

raises and 'countably infinite' number of 

questions about the nature of the situation 

in this land. Beautifully told and so much 

more poignant given that these people are 

real. 

 

Highly, highly recommended.  

MORE INSPIRATION 
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“To step into the shoes of others in order to be able to 
step back into our own” 



“The boots and bucket hat-wearing, middle-aged academic...travels Vic-
toria in her jaunty vintage van exploring age-old mysteries…” 

I have several books ‘in the pipeline’ including a middle-grade novel that I’ll be releasing 

soon but in this newsletter I thought I’d share an excerpt from the first draft of my novel-

la. 

This story’s so new, I haven’t even finished it yet! 

Here’s a blurb from the book (working title: ‘Bridget Staynes PhD.): 

The boots and bucket-hat wearing , middle-aged academic, Bridget Staynes PhD. travels 

rural Victoria in her jaunty mini vintage van exploring age-old mysteries for her 'Secret 

Lives' podcast. Little does she realise she is about to discover a secret much closer to 

home.  

 

The scrubby woodland gave way to spiky plains 

somewhere west of Ararat. Bridget stopped to 

top up her fuel and check on Ginger, running 

her hand along the blue trim and smiling at the 

smooth feel. It took her ages to sand that partic-

ular run of plywood back to its original colour. 

But the layers that peeled off were a perfect re-

minder of the life the van had before she be-

came Bridget’s.  

Built in the 1960’s, the Franklin Mini Regent 

was built specifically for Australia in Victoria 

which gave Bridget an extra reason to buy it, as 

if she needed one. Restoring the van gave Brid-

get a project, something she hadn’t known she 

missed until that little van came into her life. 

There was something engrossing about working 

with her hands, something Bridget missed liv-

ing so much in her head. She found she loved 

the intricacies of building; the gutting, the de-

signing, the construction and the detailing. She 

couldn’t wait to get to Castlemaine on week-

ends. She’d not felt this much joy from a project 

since she finished her mud-brick home twenty 

years before. 

Her colleagues back at the University called it 

‘Bridget’s passion project’ and they were nearer 

the truth than they realised. She lost herself in 

the project, became best friends with the car-

penter in town and travelled all over Victoria 

looking for caravaners who could give her a lead 

on specialists willing to help her with the 

frames, the windows or the chassis. 

When it was done she brought her mother up to 

the farm to show her. Her mother, Luisa, rarely 

left her cottage in Footscray but she made a spe-

cial effort for Bridget on the condition she’d be 

home by nightfall. Bridget’s mother ooh-ed and 

aah-ed in all the right places which Bridget ap-

preciated, but she knew her mother was more 

interested in what Bridget had done with the 

inside. She offered her sewing skills to help 

Bridget with the curtains and the upholstery but 

Bridget knew better than to accept the offer. 

Her mother had a habit of taking over and Brid-

get, while she needed help to understand which 

material would work best where, wanted the 

satisfaction of doing everything herself. It was 

her ‘baby’ after all. 

INSIGHTS FROM A WORK-IN-PROGRESS 

EXCERPT 
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JACQUELINE HODDER: 
AUTHOR 

You can find me at: 

www.jacquelinehodder.com 

jacquihodder@gmail.com 

Follow me: 

I—@jacqueline_anne_author 

F—@jacqueline_hodder_author 

T—@GentleWrites 

 

Q & A 
From the website: Jacqui’s 5 min chat: 

Favourite books? 
I  still love my childhood favourites -> Narnia, A Wizard of Earthsea, Anne of Green Ga-
bles, Lord of the Rings, Dove, To Kill a Mockingbird. I have all the original copies although 
the only ones I re-read semi-regularly now are A Wizard of Earthsea, To Kill a Mocking-
bird and Lord of the Rings. 
As a teenager, dreaming of escape and trying to find meaning, I discovered the wonderful 
story of Dove. It’s the true tale of the youngest person to sail around the world alone not 
for fame, but for the journey of discovery – of people, places and himself. 
More recent treasures -> No 1 Ladies Detective Agency, People of the Book, My Brilliant 
Friend, The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, Cranford. 
 
Favourite films: 
Hands down, Ordinary People. It’s the story of a family who suffer a terrible tragedy and 
the underlying fault lines the tragedy raises. I just love the way the tensions are revealed 
and the exploration of how the superficiality of this family’s life is exposed for what it is. 
Other films (they’re pretty eclectic!) -> The General, Red River, The Sound of Music, Tokyo 
Story, To Sir With Love, Iron Man, Star Wars (but which one?!), Mad Max: Fury Road. 
 
Ideas? 
Some of them just pop in my head. Others come from a comment or story or snippet of 
information I overhear or read. I try to write down the ideas as they appear – I never know 
if it can be worked into something more concrete. I ask ‘what if’ questions to see where 
else the story could go and try to hold the idea for a while to see if I think it might be 
worth continuing with. I try not to tell anyone the idea early on – ideas are like tiny drops 
of dew that can dry up too quickly if they’re exposed to the harsh air for too long. I be-
lieve in walking an idea. The longer I can walk (or ride or daydream) without screen, or 
other, distractions, the longer the idea has to percolate. 
 
5 minutes is up! 

Q & A—YOUR TURN 

I’d love to hear from you. 

Send me your writing tips/

inspiration/updates/

questions and I’ll answer 

them here in the next edi-

tion. 

Until then,  

Happy writing! 

Jacqui. 

:-) 

COMING SOON 

Find out more at: 
www.jacquelinehodder.com
/2021/03/08/sneak-peek/  

http://jacquelinehodder.com/2021/03/08/sneak-peek/
http://jacquelinehodder.com/2021/03/08/sneak-peek/

